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Oshman Family JCC Presents 
An Evening with Nathan Englander 

Pulitzer Prize Finalist and Author of Dinner at the Center of the Earth 
 

Palo Alto, CA–August 18– The Oshman Family JCC will present an evening with internationally bestselling 
author Nathan Englander, author of the new book Dinner at the Center of the Earth. Englander’s short fiction 
has been widely anthologized in such story collections as What We Talk About When We Talk About Anne 
Frank, winner of the Frank O'Connor International Short Story Award and finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.  

Englander’s new book is a political spy thriller swirling with Israeli-Palestinian tensions, moral conflicts, and 
shared humanity, pivoting on the complex relationship between a secret prisoner and his guard. While his works 
often explore the universal themes in Jewish history and identity, Englander prefers not to be described as a 
“Jewish writer,” instead questioning, “Why are we supposed to identify ourselves as a ‘kind’ of writer?” in the 
Chicago Tribune. “All my characters are Jewish, all their concerns are Jewish, all the food is Jewish, and so on. 
But this idea that I'm supposed to engage with my own work as if it's other is, to me, pretty strange,” he told the 
publication. “I'm writing about questions of history and memory and moral conundrum.” 

Englander’s short fiction and essays have appeared in the New Yorker, the New York Times, the Atlantic 
Monthly, and the Washington Post. Translated into more than a dozen languages, Englander was selected as 
one of "20 Writers for the 21st Century" by New Yorker and has received a Guggenheim Fellowship, a 
PEN/Malamud Award, the Bard Fiction Prize, and the Sue Kaufman Prize from the American Academy of Arts & 
Letters. He has translated the New American Haggadah and also co-translated Etgar Keret's Suddenly a Knock 
on the Door. He is Distinguished Writer-in-Residence at New York University and lives in Brooklyn, New York, 
with his wife and daughter. 

For Calendar Editors 

WHAT: The Oshman Family JCC presents a discussion with internationally bestselling author Nathan 
Englander, author of the new book, Dinner at the Center of the Earth. 

WHEN: Monday, October 2, 2017 at 8:00 PM  

WHERE: Oshman Family JCC, Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto 

TICKETS: Tickets are $30 with the book, $18 Members and J-Pass holders (ticket only, $20 General Public 
(ticket only)  and $12 Students (with valid ID) For more information, visit paloaltojcc.org/englander. 



  

 

Books will also be available for sale at the event for $26.95 plus tax. 

 
About the Oshman Family JCC 

The Oshman Family Jewish Community Center (OFJCC) on the Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life is a 
community-supported nonprofit that serves the South Peninsula through educational, social, cultural, fitness, 
sports and other programs. The OFJCC is a multi-generational Jewish neighborhood where all are welcome and 
which fosters new personal and community connections through rich and rewarding experiences. The OFJCC 
provides a common ground for Jewish institutions, other local groups, organizations and individuals to work, 
learn and play together for the betterment of the whole community. The OFJCC’s registered trademarks are Live 
Fully® and J-Pass®. For more information, visit www.paloaltojcc.org or call (650) 223-8700. 
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To receive high res photos or arrange interviews, contact Andrea Longini (650) 223-8663, 
alongini@paloaltojcc.org. 
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